HAMBURG AREA HIGH SCHOOL

ENGLISH 10 HONORS SUMMER READING 2018-2019
Theme: Beginning the Journey

A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah

All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque

Nectar in a Sieve by Kakmala Markandaya
Close reading is vital in an advanced English class and this assignment and course require that you read critically and thoughtfully.  The summer reading assignment is designed to demonstrate your careful reading, push you to make insightful observations, and to introduce the theme of the human journey in world literature.  Read with an open mind to new ideas and new situations and do not let unusual names, terms, or places deter you from enjoying and studying the books. Our three summer reading selections all describe a physical journey that centers the story, but each passage is different and character and writer reacts differently.  Ishmael Beah tells his own story of displacement from his village in Sierra Leone when rebels attacked and he is thrust on a journey that will change his life’s path.  Erich Maria Remarque, a well known German writer, describes a German soldier’s experiences in World War I.  Kamala Markandaya portrays the struggles of a poor family in her native India.  Read slowly and thoughtfully; this assignment is not the same as reading for pleasure and you should be prepared with both a full understanding of the content and insights that will help you focus a literary analysis essay and participate in class discussions. These works are the foundation of our first unit of study and there will be additional assessments once the school year begins.
I am looking forward to discussing these works with you and to the many discussions that will follow.  Please be certain to read the directions and guidelines carefully.  The assignments ask for specific textual evidence; include specific details to cite and quote from the books.  Use MLA documentation style consistently to cite this information.  All work is due typed and printed before the first day of class and we will then submit to Turnitin, a plagiarism check; make sure that the work you submit is your own.  Do not expect class time to print and organize materials.  Everything should be ready to submit to on our first class meeting.  Do not work with a partner and do not seek any outside sources; work that is not original will not receive credit.  If you have a specific issue or concern, you may stop in room 23 before the end of the school year or you may e-mail me at martex@hasdhawks.org, but please do not wait until the last few weeks or days.  Have a happy summer and enjoy your reading!

Assignment Part I: Quotations
Directions: Our larger study this year centers on the journey as a physical test, but also as a means of character development.  We will examine the ways various characters and writers view the ultimate purpose of the journey. Consider these essential questions as you read.
Why are personal journeys important? 

How do character strengths and weaknesses influence the journey?

What aspects of an individual’s character shape their journey the most?

Are the decisions made within a journey influenced more by societal values or individual desire?

How do personal journeys develop character?

What is the value of nature to the individual? 

To what degree does the journey help the individual to develop an understanding of themselves?

Must one experience pain in order to evolve?

To what extent do obstacles stop or delay a journey?

How might the desired outcomes of the human journey be different for people of different societies?

For each book, identify 5 key quotes that you believe speak to the essential questions.  Write a response of roughly  4-7 sentences that directly discusses the way the quote comments on the essential questions.  

Specific Requirements:

· Record and cite in MLA documentation five quotes from each text; write your analysis under each quote.
· Record the quotes from all three books in one document in MLA format: double-spaced pages that are numbered, written in a standard 12 point font with the standard four-line heading at the top page 1.  
· Prepare your work thoughtfully and print for submission on the first day of school.  

Evaluate your quote analyses prior to submission.
	Does my writing…
	Did I…
	✔

	Include valid inferences and/or claims from the text(s)?
	Closely read the prompt and address the whole prompt in my response?
	

	
	Clearly state a text-based claim I want the reader to consider?
	

	
	Confirm that my claim is directly supported by what I read in the text?
	

	Develop an analysis of the text(s)?
	Did I consider the author’s choices, impact of word choices, the text’s central ideas, etc.? Include evidence from the text(s)?
	

	
	Directly quote or paraphrase evidence from the text?
	

	
	Arrange my evidence in an order that makes sense and supports my claim? 
	

	
	Reflect on the text to ensure the evidence I used is the best evidence to support my claim?
	

	Demonstrate strong control of the standards of writing and an awareness of writing style?
	Use complete sentences, correct punctuation, and spelling?
	

	
	Reread my writing to ensure it means exactly what I want it to mean?
	

	
	Review my writing for correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation?
	


Assignment Part II: Essay 

Choose one of the essential questions and type a 2-3 page essay that addresses the way each of the texts addresses and comments on the issue.  Do not summarize; instead, you must consider how the text responds, compare and contrast the three, and form your own thesis.  This is the heavy lifting, the hard thinking of the assignment and it must be done to build the essay.  I suggest you approach this assignment by:

1) deciding on your focus question and gathering evidence from each text, starting with the 5 quotes you identified and then continuing to search the text for additional relevant detail; 
2) carefully considering each piece of evidence and forming a hypothesis; 
3) returning to each text and scrutinize to make sure you have examined all relevant evidence and test your hypothesis against the evidence; 

4) making necessary revisions to your hypothesis and forming a thesis;
5) planning your essay’s organization by building topics rather than texts.  This is a synthesis: you are combining three sources, so do not plan one paragraph on All Quiet and then a paragraph on A Long Way Gone, and then a final paragraph on Nectar.  Instead of paragraphs focused on one text, maybe the focus is on the value of friendship and you discuss the way it functions in multiple texts. 

When you are ready to build your essay, cite in MLA format, but you do not need to submit a Works Cited page as each text is an assigned text of the course.  

Remember to: 

· Focus your essay with a clear and well-stated thesis. 
· Organize the essay logically and connect ideas with thoughtful transitions. 
· Synthesize the texts in the body paragraph instead of discussing one at a time. 
· Vary your sentence structure and revise your essay for clarity and fluency. 
· Use precise vocabulary and academic tone. 
· Cite specific evidence from each book to support and illustrate your points. 
· Thoroughly explain how that evidence supports your point.
· Title your essay.

· Review the attached rubric.

Summer Reading Essay Rubric 

	
	Exemplary
	Strong
	Developing
	Needs Revisions

	Introduction


	Introduction refers specifically to the work(s), addresses the topic, and has a clear and insightful thesis statement.  The thesis makes a point about the books that demonstrates active thinking rather than obvious comments.
	Introduction makes reference to the works, attempts to address the topic, and has a clear thesis statement that shows evidence of thinking, but lacks some of the sophistications of an exemplary essay.

	Introduction makes reference to the works, attempts to address the topic, and has a fairly clear thesis statement that attempts to address larger ideas, but tends to be too obvious to drive a paper.
	Introduction makes some reference to the work(s), poorly addresses the topic, and has an thesis statement in need of additional examination and revisions.

	Body Paragraphs


	Body paragraphs contain clear topic sentences, support the thesis, and are exceptionally well-organized, transitioning smoothly between evidence and student writing.
	Body paragraphs have topic sentences, support the thesis, and are fairly organized.  Transitions between student writing and evidence are clear, but lack the sophistications of an exemplary essay.
	Body paragraphs support the thesis, attempt to address the topic, and are fairly organized.  There may be a tendency to summarize in places.  
	Body paragraphs do not sufficiently support the thesis and are not organized.  They may focus on a summary of the text rather than analyzing. 

	Evidence


	 Examples are specific, well-chosen, and significant; they are thoroughly explained and connect directly to the thesis.
	Examples are specific, sufficient, and reasonably well-explained; they support the thesis.
	 Examples and explanations are fair and/or insufficient; they provide some support to the thesis.
	Examples and explanations are unclear and insufficient; they provide little support to the thesis.

	Conclusion


	Conclusion demonstrates the significance of the thesis and body paragraphs and brings up larger implications and/or ideas about the topic.
	Conclusion helps reader understand the significance of the thesis and body paragraphs; some attempt is made to generalize the ideas.
	Conclusion sums up thesis and shows some attempt to deepen the reader’s understanding of the topic.
	Conclusion sums up the thesis but does little more.

	Writing


	Writing demonstrates a strong control of mechanics as well as sophistications of writing style.
	Writing demonstrates control of mechanics and inconsistent sophistications in writing style.
	Writing is largely controlled with some errors that should have been caught in careful editing.
	Writing demonstrates careless editing and/or poor control.

	MLA format


	Document is correctly formatted, and citations are correct.
	There may be a minor error in formatting, but citations are correct.
	Document is not correctly formatted, and citations might be inconsistent, but present.
	Document is not correctly formatted and/or citations are not present.


